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Founded in the mid-19th century, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) was
the first entrepreneurial university. For its development it drew upon various streams of
academic formats invented in or imported to the United States during the early
and mid-19th century for the purpose of establishing a close relationship between the
university, technology, and the economy, initially in agriculture and then in industry.
During the late 19th century, when MIT was an engineering teaching college,

independent consulting engineers were invited into the university as professors to jump-
start research.
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A similar phenomenon may be currently identified in universities that are
utilizing a “Professor of Practice” (PoP) model to further the mission of economic and
social development. Typically, the model is a distinguished practitioner who is invited
into the university. A PoP with a half-time appointment in international higher
education research universities Infused with entrepreneurial attitudes and strategic
vision, the university collaborates with other actors to bridge the gap between discovery
and application. The university and a half-time commitment as a venture capitalist may
be found in the Haas Business School, University of California, Berkeley, as head of an
Entrepreneurship Center. The PoP manages a “stable of adjuncts,” full-time
businesspeople who teach individual specialized courses in the Haas
entrepreneurship specialty within the MBA program. PoP is used to cover various
formats, but the basic usage in the United States denotes that category of nontenure
faculty whose primary duty is to teach. This role is similar to that of the adjunct
professorship and the research professor, who also have limited and specific duties. At
MIT, the term is reserved for distinguished practitioners who have had a world-
class impact on fields important to MIT's academic programs and are committed to
enhancing those programs. (Henry Etzkowitz and James Dzisah, p. 10)
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351 wrewTouT Hevedt, Hevall Blmiauet Heveit, Causwsev aumiiiliL], G\HTLHleL Blmieuest Hevedr LoMHMILD
BTL_19 63T HEVEIT L BIGLD.

@ ewerepizseaflsst  FApliy  Fpewiwd@, sHDeuisst WHeVTallEHmerss GLTsveyLb,
wpaevTaflsst shusuisemerts Cureveyld FAhLlEs Ceuswr(Hd. @ews Crrahdl, " wvulmdAl
CGurrfflweny” ugeallsaflst cpsvd CsTlsy wWHMD LD CasTlsVpenn FlLaTsgiaisbms
Heval BlmIauaTBISEHSGeT GlsTent(h eur UGC s yglw wpwmhAenw sT(hSgi6Tengl. )% 2 605
BEDL_(LPEDMEBET LOHMILD HWILIQIBISENET 6UEGLILIDDSEHS G THSSHIF ClFsveva D, 2 wiHsvail
wlimjeusTBisaflsy A Frinbs WPaTCGaThnsems Y Sl&MEHa D 2 Hayb. @)ens6lwmr iy,
QuUITHGSHLTET FMesTHewend GasrenrL Luilnd GupHm Ll L sriflsearmsy CsTVEIeDM LHMILD
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The ‘Professors of Practice’ have the capacity to complete a virtuous circulation of

academic development and social engagement, and may form the basis of enhancing

diversity within the academia. We have, in recent times, observed among some
universities, a behavioural and attitudinal change beyond the extension of teaching
capabilities from educating individuals to shaping organizations in entrepreneurial
education and incubation programs. This new normative change involves the use of
personnel with experiences derived from external settings as well as the reformulation
of traditional professorial formats. In this context, the introduction of ‘PoP’ in
teaching, research and entrepreneurial variants has become one mechanism for

speeding the transition of academic missions. (James Dzisah & Henry Etzkowitz, p.
172)

BT BHLOPTEH 1D LilsiTouHLormy:
‘LG rmooLIFTeny oot Lgmaigeny’ (Professors of Practice) ssvall aueridd) wmmib Fepss
551w LpL1L 6T uflrHnsensd (PSP LOWIT S G LD Smewesr EDLOUWILDT S &
Q& ey (HSSSTmeTT. @B, LIVSMOVESYSBISND LSTWasSSerenwenw (diversity)
IBBMNEGD HGHBHETIONE HWIDUIS FnlqUig GHLD. JOTEHLDEH HTEVHIGATD, Flov
LVEMVESEPSHBIGTD, &DLSSD Fpewer GFlasflss LD HeDVTLOS,
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The incorporation of Professors of Practice and the facilitation of mobility between
academia and industry are essential strategies for modernizing education and fostering

a productive synergy between theoretical and practical domains. (AICTE Guidelines for
Industry - Academic Mobility, p. 2)
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